
For 29 years,  
making life better for  

the people of North East  
has been the mission  

of The North East Community 
Foundation.
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�   $78,855.98 to education – supporting libraries and 
schools, providing college scholarships and summer 
experiences in the arts and nature 

�   $28,287.50 to basic health and safety needs– 
firefighters and first responders, nursing and hospice care, 
food, clothing and other essentials 

�   $39,357.93 to enriching our community and  
preserving our unique history and downtown – through 
organizations such as North East in Bloom, Downtown 
North East, North East Historical Society and the Lake 
Shore Railway Historical Society

Sincerely, 

Billy Lewis,  
Chairman 

Vernon Frye,  
Vice Chairman 

Robert Jeffery,  
Treasurer 

Sonia Fails,  
Secretary 

Dan Adamus 
Joseph Cancilla 
Jim Gorzynski 
David Meehl

 Chris Miller 
Deborah Phillips 
Jennifer Smith 
Melissa Fisher,  

Executive Asst.

In 2020,  
with the help of our 

donors, NECF was able to 
grant nearly $147,000 

including: 

Our volunteer board is honored to partner with donors and the 
community to make North East better for today – and tomorrow.



ERIE GIVES 2021 will be held on Tuesday, Aug. 10 from  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. In honor of its 30th anniversary NECF has 
committed to a $30,000 match for all funds donated to  
North East based nonprofits on this day. This is in addition to 
funds donated by individuals & businesses & matched by  
The Erie Community Foundation.

 CHECK DONATION   
 FORM HERE  �

4 N.I.N.E. Place
Advance North East
Boy Scout Troop #57
Boy Scout Troop #82
California University of PA
Campbell University
Community Nursing Services  

of North East
Crescent Hose Company
Cub Scout Pack 82
Door Student Services, Inc
Downtown North East, Inc.
Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross
First Baptist Church of North East
First Presbyterian Church  

of North East
Fuller Hose Company
Geneva College
Lake Shore Railway Historical  

Society Inc.
McCord Memorial Library
Mercyhurst University North East

North East Arts Council
North East Band Boosters
North East Food Pantry
North East Historical Society
North East in Bloom
North East Little League
North East School District Foundation
North East School Scholarship Fund
Great Lakes Maritime Academy
Orchard Beach Assembly
Park United Methodist Church
Penn State Erie, The Behrend 

College
Penn State University
Powerful Pink Warriors
Project Love, Inc.
St. Gregory School
United Neighborhood 

Facilities Health Care Co
United Way of Erie County
YMCA

Highlights from grants given in 2020
A partnership between North East Community Foundation  
and a number of other local organizations has resulted in 
two new playgrounds in North East. 

The Rolling Meadows playground was installed over the 
summer and the first phase of the large project at Gravel 
Pit Park was completed last fall. 

Other grants awarded in 2020 were in support of 
holiday gifts to underprivileged children in North East 
through Project Love Inc., free tax preparation through the 
VITA program, new equipment for Scout Troops and additional 
planters, hanging baskets and equipment to maintain planting beds 
through North East in Bloom.

In 2020, The North East Community Foundation was honored  
to fund $418,644.11 in grants, specified gifts and Erie Gives 
matches to the following:
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Donors 
Anonymous
Amy & Brad Allen
Diana & Ronald Ames
Alexandrea Artise
Colleen & David R. Bahm
Darcie Bailey
James Baur
Elsie & Carl E. Benden
Edwin Bernick Jr.
Wendy & Peter Bolding
David Bradford
Joseph Campbell
Katherine & Dennis 

Cantoni
Christopher Chadwick
Dana & Larry Chappell
Kristen & Stephen 

Ciacchini
Community Womens  

Club of NE
Patrick Coyne
Deborah E. Crotty
Ethelynne & Craig 

Cunningham
Cece & Michael Donoghue
Kristy Dovichow
Carolyn Ellsworth
Erie City School District, 

C/O Strong Vincent 
Middle

Eriez Manufacturing Co.
Sonia A. Fails
Mary Beth & Bill Fessler
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Melissa K. & Roy Fisher
Sara & Vernon Frye

GE Foundation
GE United Way Campaign
Jennifer Girts
James Gorzynski
Gorzynski, Uglow & 

Farrell, PC
The Gryskevicz Family
Jennie &  

Christopher J. Hagerty
John Hagerty
Sue Hammond
Hertel and Brown Physical 

Therapy, PC
Linda Heun
Orris C. and B. Dewey 

Hirtzel   Memorial 
Foundation

Mary Jean & Kenneth Hitz
Lori & Gerald L. Hordych
Jon Hortsman
John Huff
The Huff Family
Pamela & 

Duane R. Ingham
Sarah & Todd V. Jay
Kathy & Robert Jeffery
JRCRUZ Corp.
Ann M. Keeley
Charlene Kerr
Fran Ketcham
Terri Koebe
Kathryn Krause
Joanne &  

Richard J. Kujawinski
Charles Lada
Lake Shore Railway 

Historical Society Inc.
Sara Land

Barbara & B.J. Lechner
Carson Lewis
William G. & Beth Lewis
Lori & Jeff Ludrof
Lupo Chiropractic Center
Virginia Madonia
Jill & Daniel Malesiewski
Charlotte Manison
Daria Marnella
Danette & Mike Martucci
Linda & Anthony Mazza
Anna & Hugh McCartney
Jennifer & 

Thomas McClure
David W. Meehl
MetLife
Lisa & John G. Meyer
Christopher R. Miller
Mischler Kids
John Morgante
Russell B. Mosier Jr.
Brian Muscarella
Maryalice Nagosky
Donna & Tom O'Brien
OB-GYN Associates of Erie
Ellen Otto
Park United Methodist 

Church
Graham T. Parsons
Caroline & Terrence 

Parsons
Deborah &  

Kent R. Peightal
Bruce A. Perdue
Deborah Phillips
Pi Kappa Alpha
Holli Pulice-Lewis
Carol J. Reese

Clint, Elle & Madeline Reid
Deven Reyes
Sherri & Brent Roggie
Melina Ronca
Linda & Thomas Rys
E. Kevin Scanlon
Nancy & Joseph Schneider
Jeffrey Scibetta
Elliot J. Segel
Skunk & Goat Tavern
Kris & David C. Slaughter
Julie L. Slomski
Jennifer &  

Douglas E. Smith
Elizabeth & Eric Snyder
Rene Szklenski
Erin, John &  

Camden Armbruster
Merle, Leah, & Bode Terry
Renee Triana
Debra Uht
United Way of  

Allegheny Co.
United Way of Erie Co.
Alice E. &  

Charles L. Valone
Vineyard Oil & Gas 

Company
James Wakeman
Bev & Al Walz
E. Shawn Waskiewicz
Weber Murphy Fox
The Whaley's
William D. Elkin  

Funeral Home
Nicole & Paul K. Wojcik
Carol Wood
Barb & Paul Zorzie

New scholarship  
funds established
In 2020, North East Community Foundation proudly partnered with 
Ian Malesiewski to create a new scholarship designed to empower, 
encourage and uplift local students.

The DefIANt Scholars Program is a scholarship available  
to seniors in Erie County, Pennsylvania who have a physical or 
intellectual disability.
The number of students with disabilities who are able to pursue 
higher education is disappointing, said Malesiewski, a North East 
native and athlete who sustained a spinal cord injury in 2016 and is 
now attending the University of Miami. 

There are so many challenges – from physically navigating the new 
environment, to taking notes and completing assignments. Malesiewski 
relies on technology, like a special mouse he 
uses with his mouth to type, along with the 
support of friends, family and even athletes 
like NFL player James Conner.

DefIANt Scholars aim to make the 
transition to college less difficult. Its 
mission is to help aid the disabled 
community in an attempt to break down barriers, stereotypes and 
misconceptions inside and outside of the classroom.

Susan Valone, MD scholarship established
The Susan Valone, M.D. Memorial Scholarship was also created in 2020 
and recognizes outstanding graduates of North East High School who 
plan to pursue a career in a medical or health sciences-related field.

“ I have a great  
support system,”  
he said. 

“ But not everyone  
does.”
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�  DONATE: Mail a gift of any amount to  The North East  
Community Foundation,  P.O. Box 327, North East, PA 16428.

�  START A FUND: Funds can be established in any amount.  
Call Melissa  Fisher at 814.882.5594 to learn more.

�  GRANTS: 5013c organizations can request a grant at any time. 

We are grateful to those who made contributions or established a new fund in 2020.

Remember you can always request a grant, make a gift, start a scholarship or create a fund anytime  
by contacting The North East Community Foundation at northeastcommunityfoundation@gmail.com  
or by visiting www.necommunityfoundation.org.


